FRIENDS

than what may arise from the expense, if you would send Mm there
as soon as it is convenient, and depend on me for twenty-five pounds
this currency a year for Ms support, so long as it may be necessary
for the completion of his education. If I live to see the accomplish-
ment of this term, the sum here stipulated shall be annually paid;
and if I die in the mean while, this letter shall be obligatory upon my
heirs, or executors, to do it according to the true intent and meaning
hereof. No other return is expected, or wished, for this offer, than
that you will accept it with the same freedom and good will, with
which it is made, and that you may not even consider it in the light
of an obligation or mention it as such; for, be assured, that from me
it will never be known."

The dearest friendship formed in these years was
with the doctor of the regiment, James Craik, who
in the course of his duties attended Washington in
two serious illnesses, and when the war was ended
settled near Mount Vernon. He was frequently a
visitor there, and soon became the family medical
attendant When appointed General, Washington
wrote, " tell Doctor Craik that I should be very glad
to see him here if there was anything worth his
acceptance ; but the Massachusetts people suffer
nothing to go by them that they lay hands upon."
In 1777 the General secured his appointment as
deputy surgeon-general of the Middle Department,
and three years later, when the hospital service was
being reformed, he used his influence to have him
retained. Craik was one of those instrumental in
warning the cornmander-in-chicf of the existence of
the Conway Cabal, because "my attachment to
your person is such, my friendship is so sincere, that
every hint which has a tendency to hurt your honor,
wounds me most sensibly/' The doctor was Wash-
ington's companion, by invitation, in both his laterp in an open field
